Cloughjordan Honours
Thomas MacDonagh 2017
This year the Cloughjordan Heritage Group
especially honours the memory of Muriel Gifford
MacDonagh who tragically died on 9th July 1917. At
her funeral the coffin was covered with the tricolour
and up to 4,000 Volunteers marched behind the
hearse as the procession made its way from the
Pro-Cathedral in Dublin to Glasnevin Cemetery.
Muriel had been an activist in her own right,
distributing food in the 1913 Lockout and a member
of Inghinidhe na hÉireann. Three of her sisters were
involved in the Easter Rising: Nellie was in the Irish
Citizen’s Army under the command of Michael
Mallin and Countess Markievicz in Stephen’s Green,
Grace married Joseph Plunkett on the eve of his
execution in Kilmainham Jail and Sydney, a
journalist, found her voice in the journals of the time
writing under the pen-name of John Brennan.
The Gifford family was an upper middle class family
whose twelve children enjoyed the cultural and
artistic life of Dublin at the time of the cultural revival.

Saturday 29th April
Thomas MacDonagh Summer School
Booking 10 -10.30am
(booking is essential 087 3946862)
Fee €15
(Heritage Group members and volunteers at
the MacDonagh Museum €10)
Chairperson - Ann Marie Kelly

Thomas MacDonagh’
The Land Where Nothing Is –
by artist Suzanne Walsh
Suzanne is a cross-disciplinary artist working
mainly with text, performance and audio. This
installation is made from sources which
include poetry of MacDonagh and Ledwidge
and comments, from Facebook groups, on
housing and environmental concerns.

3pm

Creative Rebellion: Artistic Consciousness
at the time of MacDonagh
Dr. Caoilfhionn Ní Bheacháin and Dr. Angus
Mitchell, University of Limerick, will reflect on
the role of the artist before and after the
Rising of 1916. This event will explore the
power of the arts and creativity to transform
society. This will be followed by a tour
through the Ecovillage to the new
Community Amphitheatre, a multi-purpose
performance space.

8pm

Hanna and Francis Sheehy Skeffington
Micheline Sheehy Skeffington will present an
illustrated talk on the involvement of her
grandparents in the feminist, nationalist and
peace movements of the early twentieth
century and their association with Thomas
and Muriel MacDonagh.

11.30am The Family of Fredrick and Isabella Gifford

12.30pm 77 Women Quilt - Remembering the

Women in Richmond Barracks
Speaker - Máirín Johnston
Mairín was one of a group invited to
creatively respond to the stories of the seventy
seven women imprisoned in Richmond
Barracks after the Rising. This project
reflected the diversity of women’s experience
in contemporary Ireland.

Susan Mitchell 1919

7.30pm Official opening of ‘Cloughjordan Honours

Chairperson - Peadar Kirby

Revolutionary Propaganda
Speaker - Mary McAuliffe
Through her research Mary became
interested in the contributions of women to
Irish history, from the medieval to the modern
and has gone on to publish several books.
(in-laws of Thomas MacDonagh)
Speaker - Lucille Redmond
Lucille Redmond, great-grand-daughter of
Frederick and Isabella, shares her family
history with us. She is a regular and welcome
contributor to the Summer School.

Monday 1st May
2pm

Ceiliúra Bealtaine in Knocknacree Wood
Join with Mary Meighan in Knocknacree
Wood and be part of a celebration of
Bealtaine - our Celtic Festival honouring the
arrival of summer.

Rathurles through the Ages
Caimin O’Brien will share his expertise in a
talk on the ring fort and site of the Aonach or
ancient gathering at Rathurles. Following his
talk he will lead a guided tour of the site, with
the kind permission of the Brereton family.

4 pm

The Cloughjordan Ukelele Band, in the
Middle Country Cafe.
The Ukelele Band aim to entertain their
audience with a selection of songs and tunes
ranging from country classics to punk rock.
Come along and enjoy. Free admission.

Guided Bus Tour
The tour will include: the historic site at
Rathurles, the Devaney Memorial in Kilruane
and Grawn Church

9 pm

Oíche Ghaelach
Ceol agus craic in Grace’s pub
Beidh fáilte roimh chách, go mór mhór roimh
cheoltoirí agus iadsan ar mhaith leo bheith
páirteach sa seisiún.

LUNCH BREAK
2pm

Bawney and Friends
Music, song, poetry, story and surprises.
Join with Bawney in the company of his
talented guests and stay for the ‘cupán tae’.

Sunday 30th April

10.30am Beyond 1916; Cumann na mBan and

“The story of the men who loved Ireland has often
been told, and I, with other Irish women rejoice to
do them honour, but I am a little jealous that of
Irish women the hero tale has not been told, for
they too love their country and work for it.”

Friday 28th April

8pm

Contributors

Thomas MacDonagh Summer School

Suzanne Walsh completed an MA in 'Art in the
Contemporary World' at the NCAD. Her work is
cross-disciplinary, with crossovers between the literary,
music, and art world. She is currently resident artist at Fire
Station Studios in Dublin
Mary McAuliffe, assistant professor in Gender Studies at
UCD, is a member of the National Archives of Ireland
Advisory Council and a member of the National Museum
of Ireland Decade of Centenaries Commemoration
Advisory Committee.
Lucille Redmond, grand-daughter of Thomas and Muriel
MacDonagh, is a writer and recipient of the Irish Academy
of Letters and Hennessy awards. She is a regular and very
welcome contributor to the Summer School.
Máirín Johnston is an author and dramatist, from a
background of left-wing politics and trade union interests.
She was one of the co-founders of the Irish Women's
Liberation Movement and is active in the Liberties Local
History Group.
Micheline Sheehy is Hanna and Francis Sheehy
Skeffington’s granddaughter. A plant ecologist, she took
early retirement from NUI Galway against whom she
recently won a gender equality case. She will speak about
her grandparents’ lives and their association with Thomas
MacDonagh.
Caoilfhionn Ní Bheacháin has a particular interest in
material culture and memory, in the activities of women in
the new state, and in theatre as a force for radical change.
Angus Mitchell is currently working on a monograph
exploring intellectual and artistic networks in the decades
immediately prior to and after 1916.
Caimin O'Brien, M.Litt. in Medieval History, is an
archaeologist with several publications. He works with the
Archaeological Survey of Ireland, a section of the National
Monuments Service.
Mary Meighan has studied world Spiritual Traditions in
Ireland, Europe, India and the USA, specialising in and
living from her own native Wisdom Tradition of Celtic
Spirituality. Mary offers talks, facilitates workshops and
guides retreats on Celtic Spirituality at home and abroad.
Peadar Kirby, Professor Emeritus of International Politics
and Public Policy at the University of Limerick, is currently
writing a book on the political economy of climate change.
Ann Marie Kelly is Divisional Librarian with Dublin City
Public Libraries & Archive. She was involved in
co-ordinating Dublin City Public Libraries’ programme as
part of the Dublin City Council’s 1916 Commemorations.

BOOKINGS
Summer School Fee: €15
Advance booking is required.
€10 - members of Cloughjordan Heritage Group
and volunteers at the Centre
For bookings:
Phone: 087 3946862
Email: macdonaghweekend@gmail.com
See programme on:
www.macdonaghheritage.ie

Local schools present essays on –
My memories of 1916
commemorations during 2016
A selection of pupils’ essays will be on display
during the weekend

Draw
A draw will take place on Monday, ag an
Óíche Ghaelach, for a selection of prizes
including: cosmetics by Coty, wine and
spirits, selection of books etc.
Cards will be on sale throughout the week, €2 per
line. All proceeds will go towards the
development of the Thomas MacDonagh Museum.

Cloughjordan

Honours
Thomas MacDonagh
in association with
Cloughjordan Heritage Group

Thomas MacDonagh
Weekend
Cloughjordan, Co. Tipperary

28th April - 1st May 2017

